
 

Introduction 
 

 

Britain Revealed: Innovators, Fighters, Royals, Writers, Pub-goers and More by Diana 

Cordea, a young and talented Romanian teacher, is, first and foremost, a book about 

all things British. It is an act of courage to publish something new in a near market 

saturation, as the one we seem to experience today in the field of teaching English as 

a foreign language (EFL), but the author’s audacity comes from a need analysis, as low-

key as it was – conducted for both teachers and learners of English. In doing so, she 

discovered that, in spite of the plethora of EFL materials, something was missing, and 

that it was her duty to find ways to provide an in-depth perspective into almost every 

aspect of a culture that has never ceased to fascinate not only those who belong to it, 

but also those who have chosen to embrace it, as an incredibly rich source of knowledge 

and experience at all levels. 
 

Diana Cordea’s work meets both her needs as an EFL teacher and her passion for British 

culture and civilization, resulting in a comprehensive guide to its history, geography, 

literature, language and society, in an attempt to define what makes Britishness unique. 

The book is divided into sixteen substantial chapters, each one preceded by a number 

of essential questions whose primary role is to capture the readers’ attention and keep 

it alive all through the end. The variety of topics tackled by this volume, made easy to 

read and skilfully condensed, as well as the author’s ability to select compelling 

information, are, perhaps, the most obvious strong points of the endeavour, at a first 

glance. However, at a closer look, one can also see that the author’s greatest 

achievement in publishing this book lies in its appeal to teachers and learners of English.   
 

On the one hand, teachers will have access to valuable resources to use both in ordinary 

classes of English and in optional courses, usually focused on culture and civilization. 

They will not have to spend time and energy to look for information for their classes, 

as everything they need is included in this compact, yet comprehensive and lavish 

production of a teacher fully aware of her peers’ needs. Incorporating texts in designing 

lesson plans, assigning further reading activities for classroom projects, using texts as 

“cues” for speaking and writing activities are just some of the ways in which teachers 

can use the material provided in this book. Furthermore, the material can be adapted 

for various levels of language proficiency, as defined by CEFR, and teachers will find it 

easy to focus on developing half of the key competences of lifelong learning to their 



 

 

 

pupils: communication in a foreign language, learning to learn, interpersonal, 

intercultural and social competences, civic competence and last, but not least, cultural 

expression. 
 

As far as learners are concerned, they will certainly show interest in the topics selected 

by the author. In fact, I had the privilege of observing some of Diana Cordea’s classes 

while she was experimenting with ways in which her book could be used for 

intermediate learners of English and the results were spectacular. Not only did her pupils 

show enthusiasm, but they also asked a lot of pertinent questions, relying on the 

material provided by their teacher to act out dialogues, to role play, prepare 

presentations, participate in class contests, write summaries, solve problems or continue 

certain stories. If learners have free access to the entire material on a regular basis, they 

will become more motivated, organized and capable of using their language skills in a 

variety of contexts. As a result, they will be prepared to become autonomous learners 

and bring a contribution to the community, while being aware of various cultural 

expressions.  
 

To conclude, Diana Cordea’s book has all the key elements to be successful: a 

compelling topic, strong writing and organization, and an audience who will definitely 

relish its versatility and practicality. Without doubt, Britain Revealed: Innovators, Fighters, 

Royals, Writers, Pub-goers and More will become a useful learning tool for those who 

are interested in learning English, as well as for those open to teaching English in a 

different way, more or less out of the box. 
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