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From the reign of Sverrir Sigurðarson to Hákon Magnússon, Norway witnessed immense
changes in the political, legal, cultural, and literary life. The reigns of Hákon Hákonarson and his
son and successor Magnús Hákonarson lagabǿtir (‘the Lawmender’) brought an end to almost a
century of civil wars and saw major revisions of the kingdom’s legislative systems. The reigns of
both monarchs were characterised by political change, legislative reform, growing international
contacts, and cultural transformation. Alongside these changes, both kings were deeply invested
in the literary landscapes of their courts with each court becoming a hub of cultural and literary

activity. However, change was not limited to these two monarchs. Ranging from Sverrir’s
political manoeuvrings to Eufemia’s literary endeavours, the ‘long 13  century’ left a lasting

impact on the politics and literature of the medieval North.
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TOPICS OF INTEREST

We welcome chapters on any aspect of the political, legal, cultural, and literary life of the Norwegian
court. The book will continue the theme of the sessions sponsored by the Viking Society at the 2026

IMC in Leeds. We particularly welcome interdisciplinary approaches which highlight the
intersection of historical and literary trends.
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Please submit your 300 word abstracts to 
Mary Catherine O’Connor (mary.oconnor@balliol.ox.ac.uk)

 and Jonas Zeit-Altpeter (zeitaltpeter@uni-bonn.de) 
by 31 July 2026.
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PUBLICATION
The book will be published by Trivent Publishing
in the Old Norse Studies book series. 
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