EDITORIAL NOTE

A new year for the journal and a new beginning. In this issue, we are introducing a
new section “Opinion essays” by our authors. The section is designed to facilitate a
more inclusive and productive dialogue. While the views expressed in the “Opinion
essays” may not reflect the views of the editors, we believe that it is important to give
voice to all opinions, provided they are grounded by solid argumentation and
appropriate secondary studies. “Opinion essays” encourage a personal approach to
topical issues in horsemanship and are either grounded in historical precedent or, as
in the case of the pioneering essay in this section, “Doom and Salvation,” outline
certain history-making tendencies. The essays are double blind peer reviewed, just as
other research articles in the journal, but, in difference from the research articles, they
encourage a personal approach and expressing opinions that may or may not be
considered controversial. Responsibility for the accuracy of facts remains, as in other
cases, with the authors. We invite you to enjoy this new section and consider
submitting to it.

The other studies continue some of the topics approached in the previous issues
of the journal. The question of horse domestication, already approached in news
items and book reviews by Gail Brownrigg in the previous issues of the journal, is
given a new turn with two studies of archaeological artefacts and horse images from
prehistory which, as the authors argue, feature domestic horses. A critical synthesis
and discussion of long mane as the evidence of a domesticated horse is given in the
news section.

Horse racing and, in particular, Thoroughbred racing are issues that have been
tackled by Miriam A. Bibby in early issues of the journal and to which the author
returns again, with a study of a particular horse gait depicted in art. Gary O’Dell is
another returning author whose work is dedicated to the Thoroughbred horse and
Thoroughbred racing: his new contribution is on the American invasion of the
English turf in the nineteenth century.

The final article, on the place of the Yakutian horse in modern economy and
culture of the Sakha Republic (Russia), contributes to the analysis of heritage and
traditional breeds in the modern world. This topic has also been approached in the
preceding issues of the journal, with studies of the Cretan horse and the Estonian
native horse.

The next issue of the journal will be dedicated to the medieval warhorse and its
afterlives in post-medieval cultures. We plan to conduct virtual and hybrid Cheiron
conferences in 2026 and 2027, highlighting the themes of horse-human relations,
ethics and welfare, and the place of the horse in cultural heritage, from a historical
perspective, which confirm that horse history is not simply relevant but indispensable
for understanding horse-human interactions in today’s world.
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